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1. The Admiralty Board have approved the formation of . «

Aircraft Control (AC) Branch within the Fleet Air Arm Rt Sldewaya

will undertake the Helicopter Control (HC) and Air T Tic ggsof ACB%’

currently carried out by members of the Radar Sub-Branch Zztdrorz (Am)m
ava)

(Aircraft Handler) Branch holding the appropriate adqual Aim
|

2. There have long been insufficient numbers of proper] . | 1

and ATC duties, and this has adversely affected mmgualdﬁ%d m“ngsforﬂc

development. The new Branch will remedy this situation '8 and capy,,
upon which to develop and enhance the standards of aircrzljl{i;;ot:lo‘}e a firm
management in the Fleet. and

Urspeg

Entry to the branch

.



The following Rate titles and abbreviations have been approved.
0.

. ircraft Controller LAC
Leatdlf(l)gﬁ,ig: I;A‘ircra.f’t Controller POAC
IC) ;tie};” Petty Officer Aircraft Controller CPOAC

warrant Officer WO(AQ)

dvance warning of these arrangements was given in MOD UK Navy signal
%{IKB /‘éV(:‘:B/WHB 151430Z Mar 88 which announced that the operative date would

he the 24 Mar 88.
19 Publications. BR 1066 will be amended.

: 1S ] lon 18 to be retained within the covers of BR
antime, a copy of this instruction is to . .
Ill(l)g}ée ;113 is to be removed only when its contents have been incorporated in the text

by the next routine amendments.

ANNEX A

Fleet Air Arm

Aircraft Control Branch — qualifications for entry
. -technician
8. Able rate with 15 months seniority or Leading rate of any non
branch.
b. Under 26 years of age.

and suitability for transfer to the AC Branch.
B VG Conduct

Volunteer for Aircraft Control Branch

4 PI‘OVisionally selected by FONAC.
b Passed Aircraft Control Grading LA



Air Traffic Assistants Course (ATA()

a. Passed Air Traffic Assistants Course.
b. Eight months service in a Naval Air Station.

o. Recommended for HC Course.

HC Course

a. Passed HC Course.
b. VG Conduct.

Acting Leading Aircraft Controller

ANNEX B

Training and Career Pattern

1. AC grading will take place at RNSHC Portland and congist of a tw

package containing basic Air Traffic Control and Warfare procedures Full(c)le week
are at ANNEX C. Each candidate will undergo a series of tests culminati e
the AC Branch trainability test. The relevant section of the History Sheelg% s
candidates will be completed as follows: or all

a. Passed AC Branch grading.
b. Unsuitable for AC Branch.

2. Following successful grading, ratings will undertake the three week ATAC
Course at the Central Air Traffic Control School, RAF Shawbury, Shrewsbury,
Shropshire (see ANNEX D). Upon successful completion, candidates will be drafted
to a complement billet at a Naval Air Station for up to eight months to carry out
control tower duties Pprior to commencing the Helicopter Control Course at RNSHC
Portland, Th§s period will enable non Fleet Air Arm ratings to familiarize
Fhemselvgs with naval aviation. Non Ops branch ratings will be provided with an
Introduction to AIO and the OUps Room.

3. The Helicopter Control Course will be th ‘ ifying {
e . e Professional Qualifying Course
Ilieéi(ll\}ng Aircraft Controller (LAC). The course aims to qualify each student &5
duri 10 grade C or D depending upon the number of hours live control achie'®
uring the course. Successful it Atk th AC
Branch as Acting Leadin 0 _
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| a
Vahdatsgznce with BR1066 Chapter 3. Confirmation as POAC

jn 4¢CO | validation in Aerodrome Control and Precis:
uccessful va rol and Precision A Ruda
poni Those failing the POAC PQC or subsequent initia] valicri)::i(())i(:hwill be

1to LAC (Scale B) and be required to complete the taskbook |
;euvrigfr sttempts at the PQC will be at the discretion of FONAC. and PE again,

will be dependent

. Fighter Controllers. Suitably qualified and recommended senior rates may

unteer for the Fighter Controller course at RNSFC Yeovilton. Such
ngortunities will be llrplted and mgmbers dictated solely by-the l‘equirementg of
he Service. Selection will be on merit by FONAC.

7 Promotion beyond POAC will be in accordance with BR1066. The
ualifications for advancement are at ANNEX J and will be incorporated into

-~ BR1066.

8. Inaddition to the Upper Yardman scheme, promotion opportunities from the
lower deck will be in accordance with BR1066 Chapter 9.

- ANNEXC

‘ Aircraft Control Branch Grading

feeks. It aims to introduce the principles of aircraft control and airspace
| maﬂagemgnt and to establish an applicant’s potential ability as a ann@'ﬁEaCh
: ::“@ent.vylll undertake a series of practical tests culminating Wlﬂlt‘h@ACBm
Anability test which combines elements of the current HC aptitud
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ACG No. Date

30 May 88 4 05 Dec 88
- 04 Jul 88 5 27 Feb 89
3 17 Oct 88
ANNEXD

The Air Traffic Assistants Course - ..' |
1. The three week Air Traffic Assistants Course will take place g
Traffic Control School at RAF Shawbury, Shrewsbury, Shropgl
throughput will be 36 students per year, maximum 8ix studen s per.
9. The aim of the course is to produce Royal Navy Air Traffic K
with sufficient knowledge and skill to achieve operational performa

their first unit after undergoing a period of on-the-job training.

3. The course will consist of two weeks classroom and 1 week s ' la
A simple breakdown of the course is: .

The Air Traffic Assistants Course
| Classroom Practical

Subject (hours) (hours)
Air Traffic Control 45 15
Navigation s 1
Meteorolgy 3 2zl
Signals 8 3
Simulator Exercises — 24
Examinations 2 1
Flight Safety 3 L
Course Administration 5 2

68 46



frelicopter Controllers

CPOOPSIR) and POR) wishing to tranafer

‘ xpt‘n"‘““ and manninu clearance, may ﬂpply to do wo I\\Mhm’
¢ . '

splications for transfer to the AC R
" App.ltu‘\mms T tra ‘ * Hranch are to be made —
Naval Air ommand, FONAC HQ, Yeovilton, copy to the Capur: tl\l!‘:vl:l OM
qMS Centurion, giving & preferred and alternative date for . )

iy AC By ding.
he application is to be accompanied by full Service d()cumonmch'm

q264A containing the Commanding Officer's recommendation for tranafer, | ﬂll

serutiny will be “.m"‘""d out by FONAC and successful candidates detailed to attend
A(C Branch grading. ‘

5 HCa passing AC grading will rejoin their ship to await sk aiahad
follows: m . ;'ln?fﬁ

‘2

« Rating Not Passed PE for PO(R). At the next break in normal dra

cycle, applicants will be drafted to the ATAC and if succensful, control tower
duties at a Naval Air Station, After six months in control tower duties, at
the discretion of FONAC, ratings may be formally accepted into the AC

Aranch as an LAC (ALAC if not already a confirmed Leading Rate) to await
sen draft. Those not accepted at this stage will remain in their source

hranch,

b Ratings passed WPE for PO(R), At the next break in normal drafting cycle,

applicants will be drafted additional to a Naval Air Station to await
nomination for the JATCC, Having auccesafully completed the POAC PQU,
ratings will be drafted to a complement billet in a Naval Air Station for
validaion. Upon succesaful validation, ratings will be formally acmpud‘
nto the AC Branch as a POAC, (APOAC if not already a confirmed Petty
Officer). Those failing to validate in the ATC role may be required to remain

in their source branch,

Air Traffic Controllers r
6 CPOAH), POA(AH) and LAAH) wishing to tranafer may apply subject to age,

experience and manning clearance.

| A nade 1 ywdance with
7. Applications to tranater to the AC branch ahould be made in acco
para 4

8, AH ratings whunuvmmal\tll:y cuu\plntp 1\(‘,‘ e
employment to await the following d"“m“g action: e LT drafted to the
a. At the next break in normal drafling c¥ il llt:t“in action Information
School of Maritime Operations tfu cumz) tdwlﬁl‘ Lo gain aulficient Ops
Organisation (A1O) and warlare acgquaint i

Room knowledge Lo andertake the HE course: vkt caalibin
h, On mml)lnunnul'AI()(.minlnu. they will undertake t

’ | | tactical an
course at the RNSHC Portland, fl‘\my will xtlut(»h‘l:;;alvv (ul
gystem training al HIMS Dryad prior Lo ({rat nea dratl.
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course is 17 weeks lo and
8~maq(mmg which students :xemo

dent {nstructor ratio.

putline of the Course

onk SUblm . P'.O %

{ and 2 Classroom Intro and theory,
9 and 4 Classroom and Basic Aerodromes 50
§and6 Classroom and Direction Finding 50

7 Radar Theory,

8 to 10 Classroom and Intial Radar. 50

{1and 12 Aero, DF and Initial Radar. 100

13to 15 Tower and Advanced Simulator 100

(6and 17  Live Aero, Tower and Adv, Sim, 100
ANNEX J

Qualifications for advancement

Acting Leading Aircraft Controller
a. One year's service in Acting Leading Rate.
b. Recommended for confirmation,
¢. Completed Leading Rates Leadership Course.

Leading Aircraft Controller
a. Complete Taskbook for POAC,
b. Recommended for Written Provisional Examination.
¢. Passed PE for POAC (Basic date),

Join roster for Petty Officer Aircraft Controller ok »l
a. Two years service as a LAC including acting time, S
b. 6-monthly merit reports required from basic date.

¢. B13 issued by drafting authority.
d. Recommended for advancement.

e. VG Conduct.

Acting Petty Officer Aircraft Contrpller
a. 12 months service as an Acting Petty Officer (AC).
b. Passed Professional Qualifying Course (JATCCO).

¢. Recommended for confirmation. - o ,
d. Hold ATC validations in Aerodrome Control and Frec Approach

Radar.




PettYOﬁoerAn'craﬁ yntrolle _‘,:-."!t
reports from date of advancement to / ',.::_;;-, -
b, Minimum three years seniority as Petty Omwr e

. radar validations in Approach and Di 7
years ~eckonable service (Unless se vty
e. ~ Completed Petty Officers Leadership Course. e
f. Recommended for promotion.

b Minimum three years service as a Chief Petty fficer Aire
 Less than 22 years reckonable service (Unless se ngon:
d Educationally Qualified (Art 0409).
e. Selected by board.

f Re-engage on 20E.
g. Promotion notification issued by drafting autho

h. Recommended for promotion.
j. VG Conduct.

Warrant Officer
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